
 

 

UNAPPROVED MEETING MINUTES 
Public Hearing and Regular Monthly Meeting 

Grass Lake Charter Township Board 
May 12, 2026 

 
Public Hearing was called to order on Tuesday May 12, 2026 at 6:31 p.m. by Supervisor Lesinski at the 
Grass Lake Charter Township Meeting room. 
 
Board Members Present by Roll Call: Loveland, Rentfrow, Harris and Lesinski. Absent: Bednarski-Lynch, 
Bray, Wyant. 
 
Also Present: Fire Chief Jones and approximately 15 public. 
 
Purpose of Public Hearing: The purpose of the public hearing was to hear comments and objections on 
the petitions, plans, district and estimate of costs of proposed special assessment roll. 
 
Public Comment:  

1. Expressed support for the special assessment while suggesting that future consideration be 
given to township-wide funding for weed control or potential assistance through the DNR.  

2. Initially expressed concern regarding a potential increase in the assessment but was informed 
that the assessment will, in fact, decrease.  

3. Suggested that all individuals utilizing the dock should contribute toward associated costs.  
4. Stated that the county should contribute at the same level as other participating entities.  
5. A question was raised regarding whether personal and commercial property owners pay the 

same amount, and it was clarified that both are assessed at the same rate. 
6. Recalled that weed control efforts previously lapsed during attempts to establish township-wide 

funding, acknowledging that some township residents do not use the lake.  
7. Asked for confirmation that four entities have agreed to contribute funding, in addition to 

remaining funds that will also be allocated toward the project.  
8. A question was asked regarding the continued use of the same company, and it was clarified 

that costs will remain unchanged. The possibility of spot treatments may also be explored.  

Motion by Rentfrow to adjourn the public hearing portion of the meeting at 6:46 p.m. Supported by 
Loveland. Motion Carried. 
 
The regular monthly meeting of the Grass Lake Charter Township Board was called to order on Tuesday, 
May 12, 2026 at 6:46 p.m. by Supervisor Lesinski at the Grass Lake Charter Township Meeting Room. 
 
Board Members Present by Roll Call: Loveland, Rentfrow, Harris and Lesinski. Absent: Bednarski-Lynch, 
Bray, Wyant. 
 
Also Present: Fire Chief Jones and approximately 15 public. 
 
Pledge to flag was recited. 
 
Approval of Agenda: Lesinski asked to strike f) Water, Sewer and Cemetery Fee Schedule from old 
business as the schedule was not added to packets. Motion by Lesinski to approve agenda with 
elimination of f) from old business. Supported by Harris. Motion Carried. 
 
Consent Agenda Items: Meeting Minutes – as prepared. County Sheriff Report – as prepared. 
Assessor’s Report – as prepared, finished Board of Review, filing L-4029 this week. Zoning 



 

 

Administrator’s Report – as prepared. Planning Commission Report – none. DPW Report – as prepared, 
new style of report compares township and village activities. Zoning Enforcement Report – as prepared, 
working on STR properties to become compliant, looked into a couple blight issues. Parks Report – very 
busy on weekends with games. Motion by Rentfrow to accept the consent agenda items as reported. 
Supported by Loveland. Motion Carried. 
 
County Commissioner Report – none. 
 
Public Comment: None. 
 
Monthly Bills: A list of invoices was presented and discussed. Motion by Rentfrow to pay the General 
Fund bills in the amount of $98,538.93 and Fire Fund bills in the amount of $26,571.97. Supported by 
Loveland.  Roll Call: Yeas – Rentfrow, Loveland, Harris and Lesinski. Nays – None. Absent – Bednarski-
Lynch, Bray, Wyant. Motion carried. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Office is slow due to no tax collection at this time. Bills and envelopes have been 
ordered for next tax collection. L-4029 has been prepared. 
 
Correspondence: none. 
 
Old Business: a) – Building Discussion – A pre-bid meeting was held last week with approximately eight 
contractors in attendance. Bids will be due in a month and opened at the June meeting with a possible 
decision at the July meeting. b) – Sewer Report – All reports show no significant I&I issue in the Grass 
Lake or Sylvan lines. The Napoleon/Grass Lake line flow meter is not fully operational yet. c) – Master 
Plan Update – The last meeting with the subcommittee was held last week. A joint meeting/workshop 
with the Township Board and Planning Commission will be scheduled soon. d) – Fire Millage Language – 
Proposal language has been submitted to the County to renew the fire millage for six years and increase 
it back to the 1.64 mills. e) – Police Millage Language – There will be a significant increase in the Jackson 
County Sheriff’s contract costs. Additionally, there is a possibility that the Village may choose not to 
renew its portion of the contract, which would create a substantial financial burden for the Township. As 
a result, a public safety millage of approximately 0.60 to 0.66 mills may need to be considered for 
placement on the November ballot. 
 
New Business: a) – Resolution to Approve Moving Forward with SAD for Grass Lake Weed District – 
Lesinski offered the resolution to approve the renewal of the Grass Lake Aquatic Weed Control Special 
Assessment. Supported by Harris. Roll Call: Yeas – Lesinski, Harris, Loveland, and Rentfrow. Nays – None. 
Absent – Bednarski-Lynch, Bray, Wyant. Motion carried. Lesinski offered the resolution to establish a 
public hearing for June 9, 2026 at 6:30 p.m. Supported by Rentfrow. Roll Call: Yeas – Lesinski, Rentfrow, 
Loveland and Harris. Nays – None. Absent – Bednarski-Lynch, Bray, Wyant. b) – STR Limits Within the 
Township – Concerns have been raised by residents regarding the increasing number of short-term 
rentals, particularly within the lake areas. The Township has the authority to limit short-term rentals 
either township-wide or within designated areas. Additional research and discussion will be necessary 
before any decisions are made. c) – Website Project – All public entities with websites and social media 
platforms are required to achieve ADA compliance by April 2028. This will be an ongoing project for the 
Township. A meeting has been scheduled with the Shumaker Technology Group, the Township’s website 
provider, to discuss compliance requirements and implementation efforts. d) – Safe routes to School – 
The State of Michigan is offering a fully funded grant program for the installation of sidewalks to provide 
safer pedestrian routes. Grass Lake Community Schools and the Village of Grass Lake have partnered to 
apply for the grant. Proposed sidewalk routes and additional information are available through the link 
that was provided to the Board. 
 



 

 

Fire Department Report: as prepared by Fire Chief Jones. The report provides a breakdown of the areas 
of each run. Three cadets have finished fire school at the Career Center and will move on to EMS classes. 
 
Public Comment: Five people spoke to the Board. 
 
Adjournment: Motion by Rentfrow to adjourn the meeting at 7:28 p.m. Supported by Loveland.  Motion 
carried. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Gail Harris, Township Clerk 


